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ground of an accumulated American liter-
ature.   There runs through the correspond-
ence of that day a tone which we easily call
provincial, but is nevertheless a distinct ex-
pression of the consciousness of the young
nation.    The instinct of literature is toward
self-centring, and the sense of national being
was very strong in men who had been giv-
ing their days and nights to the birth of a
new nation.    To understand the state of
things  in   1783 we should  look   at  the
literary ventures, inclusive of educational,
within   the   boundaries   of   the  Southern
States during the War of 1861-1865.   There
the interruption of commerce with the North
compelled a resort to home production in
school-book literature, and intensity of feel-
ing upon sectional questions found frequent
expression in spelling-books  and arithme-
tics.     "Webster's Elementary"   was re-
printed at Macon, without illustrations and
some of the diacritical marks, mutatis mu-
tandis.   The reader-finds the morals of the
book and the earlier patriotism unchanged,
but remembers its latitude when he reads:
" The Senate of the Confederate States is
Called the Upper House of Congress : The